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EIU 1111 (Fall 2002) 
University Foundations 
Section 024, TuTh 2:00-2:50 PM (Thomas Hall Classroom) 
Dr. Bonnie Irwin 
Office: 3871 Coleman 
Office Phone: 581-6304 
E-mail: cfbdi@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: M 10-12, TuTh 9:30-11 
Course Description 
Mr. Eric Davidson 
Office: 5019 Student Services Building 
Office Phone: 581-3912 
E-mail: csesd@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: call or e-mail 
The catalog describes this course as follows: "An enquiry into the academic expectations, 
resources, policies, and traditions of university life. Students are challenged to enhance their 
intellectual potential, understand their academic and moral responsibilities, and appreciate 
diversity in a framework that develops critical thinking, learning, and communication skills 
necessary to contribute successful to the university's intellectual life. An experiential learning 
component engages students in the scholarly and co-curricular community." You will find, 
however, as you talk to your peers, that each instructor teaches this course a bit differently, with 
different texts and emphases. So ... what sets this section apart? 
In terms of format, we will have a lively class. We will do whatever we can to keep you 
awake and involved and interested. Don't be surprised to see a lot of small group interaction 
and a variety of activities. We do not want to hear ourselves lecture 2 hours a week and we 
doubt you do either. 
As you can see above, there will be two instructors for the price of one in this class! You 
may come to either of us when you have questions. Do not try to play us off each other, 
however; just like good parents, we will consult each other as we go! 
Course Objectives 
University Foundations is a writing-active course with four main objectives: 
» to familiarize you with the expectations, policies, resources, and traditions of Eastern 
Illinois University 
» to develop your critical thinking, learning, and communication skills 
» to enrich your perspectives on personal, academic, and moral issues in higher education 
» to engage you in the educational and social life of the university 
Student Learning Objectives 
Upon completion of this course, you will be able to 
» describe classroom norms, university policies/procedures, and faculty expectations 
» explain the purposes of higher education 
» use the resources and services provided by Eastern Illinois University 
» identify common problems and pressures facing college students today 
» formulate educational and life goals 
» communicate more effectively (orally and in writing) with professors and peers 
» analyze, criticize, and construct arguments on university life using critical thinking skills 
» ENJOY YOURSELF, both in and out of class 
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Texts 
Gordon and Minnick (2001). Foundations: A Reader for New College Students (2nd ed.). 
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 
Eastern Illinois University 2002-2003 Undergraduate Catalog. 
Eastern Illinois University. (2002). Panther Pack. 
Daily Eastern News (Please bring to class every day!) 
University Foundations Web Site: www.eiu.edu/ ,.,,eiu1111 
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l Grade Breakdown: l 
I I i Mission statement 50 points i 
i Writing Assignment 1 100 points i 
! Writing Assignment 2 100 points ! 
! Writing Assignment 3 100 points 1 
i Group Presentation 100 points i 
! Class Project 200 points ! 
! E-mail assignments 150 points ! ! Foundation Day participation 50 points ! 
1 Participation/Homework 150 points ! 
! Total 1000 points ! 
i i 
i i i Course Grade Calculator: · 
i 901-1000 points A 
! 801-900 points B 
1 701-800 points C 
j 601 -700 points D 
! 0-600 points F 
! 
i 
l Words of Advice on Grades 
1 Keep in mind that doing an assignment is no guarantee of an 'A' or 'B' -you must also do it well. 
i If you are shooting for a particular grade in this course, we advise that you come see us early so , 
! we can discuss how you might best achieve that grade. We do not care what grade you need; we ! 
! will do whatever we can to help you earn the grade you want. The fact of the matter is that most j i students receive an 'A: in this course, but you do need to keep up with the work, take it seriously, i 
1 and come to us when you have questions in order to earn that grade. ! 
I I 
i i 
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Reading Assignments 
We will read 2-3 selections from each section of the textbook. These readings and class 
discussions will form the basis for your writing assignments and the group discussions. Please 
bring the book to class on days for which you have had reading assigned. 
Writing Assignments 
There will be 3 writing assignments in addition to homework assignments and your personal 
mission statement. Writing assignments will be evaluated in terms of the thought they contain 
and the correctness and style of the writing. This is not an English class, but we still expect you 
to properly compose sentences and paragraphs with correct spelling and punctuation. 
2 
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E-mail Assignments 
We have set up a class list-serv (fi:rstyr@ei.u.edu), so we can supplement our class activities 
outside of class. The purpose of these assignments is to extend our little community beyond the 
classroom walls. Each of you is required to make a minimum of 1 posting of substance (i.e., 
something more than "This assignment sucks." or "Hi, everyone!"), each week, some of these 
will be original posts (no forwards!) and some will be responses to what others have posted. 
Group Presentations 
Bonnie and Eric will assign you to groups during the second week of class. Each group will be 
responsible for choosing a reading from a source other than our textbook and assigning it to the 
class. They will also choose the topic for the homework: you may either use some of the 
questions in the book or create your own. On the day of the presentation, everyone should come 
to class having read the assignment. Then the group in charge will lead the class discussion 
and/ or arrange for a presentation on their topic. After the discussion, each student will add to 
his or her homework to discuss how the discussion added to, contradicted, or changed his or her 
view of the issue. 
Class Project 
Your class will create and develop a college-life project related to a theme of the course. The 
project must be a creative endeavor that reflects the skills that were taught during the course, 
and it must allow for everyone in the class to make contributions. Your class will summarize the 
results of this project during Student Foundation Day. 
Attendance and Participation 
Due to the interactive nature of the course, attendance and active participation in class are 
required. 
Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please 
contact the Office of disability Services at 581-6583 (9th St. Hall). 
Questions?? 
If we've forgotten something or you have questions at any time, please feel free to drop by, e-
mail, or call! 
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SYLLABUS 
(Readings are listed on the day they are due, not on the day on which you should do them.) 
Week 1: Preliminaries 
M Aug26 
Tu Aug27 
w Aug28 
Th Aug29 
Convocation, 6PM, Lantz Gym 
Introductions 
Review of Syllabus 
Why are we here? 
Making College Count, 7 PM, Grand Ballroom 
Getting Organized 
Read: "The Difference between High School and College," pp. 7-9 
Write: answer questions 2 and 5 on p. 9 
Bring your course catalog, Panther Pack, syllabifor 
your classes, the Daily Eastern News, and a calendar to 
class!! 
Week 2: Time management and learning styles 
Tu Sep 3 
Th Sep 5 
Read: "Understanding Who is Smart," pp. 107-112 and 
"Active Learning," pp. 121-127 
Write: answer summary questions on page 142 
Before coming to class, interview a professor about him or herself 
and what to expect from college. 
Take notes on the interview. We will discuss them in class. 
Read: "Please! It's Only Seven Minutes Late, Professor," pp. 96-98 
Weeks 3 and 4: Health and Fitness Issues 
Tu 
Th 
Tu 
Th 
Sep10 
Sep12 
Sep17 
Sep19 
Physical Fitness Week 
Discussion: Roommates and other stresses of college life 
Read: "College Pressures," pp. 49-51 and 
"Dorm Do's and Don'ts," pp. 53-54 
Mission Statement Due 
Nutrition Assignment 
Health and Fitness in support of Student Success 
Nutrition Assessment 
Introduction to Citizenship Project 
Writing Assignment 1 due: Expectations 
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Week s: Citizenship 
Tu Sep24 Citizenship project 
Th Sep26 Citizenship project 
Week 6: Your College Career 
Tu Oct 1 
Th Oct 3 
Week 7: The Library 
Tu 
Th 
Oct8 
Oct10 
Academic Foundation Day, 4:00-7:00 PM 
(attend major fair and a department presentation instead of class) 
Choosing and Succeeding in a major 
Read: "Major Decisions," pp. 69-76; 
"College Major Doesn't Mean That Much," 78-79 and 
"Fourteen Ways of Looking at Electives," 81-86 
Write: a mini-essay (1 page typed) on what your major is or what it 
might be and why 
Llbrary Foundation Day 
(Meet at south entrance of Booth Llbrary) 
Llbrary Foundation Day 
Week 8: Students Take Charge (sort of) 
Tu Oct15 
Th Oct17 
Group 1 presentation/discussion: How will college change us? 
Read: "The Developing College Student," pp. 37-41 
Write: "How Can These Ideas ... " #1-4 on p. 42 
How Will We Change Follow-Up/Issues 
Week 9: Who are we? and What do we know? 
M Oct21 
Tu Oct22 
Th Oct24 
Student Support Services Foundation Day 
4:00-7:00 PM 
Class Project Introduction and discussion 
Class project (cont'd) 
Weeks 10-13: Students Take Charge Again 
Tu Oct29 Group 2 presentation/ discussion: Rights and responsibilities 
Read: "The New Immorality," pp. 218-219 and 
"Please Stop This Talk About Values," pp. 228-229 
Write: "How can these ideas ... " #1-2 on p. 230 
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Th Oct31 
Tu Nov5 
Th Nov7 
Tu Nov12 
Th Nov14 
Tu Nov19 
Th Nov21 
Tu Nov26 
Th Nov28 
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Rights and Responsibilities Follow-Up/Issues 
Writing Assignment 2 due: Pressures and Challenges 
Group 3 presentation/ discussion: Diversity 
Read: "How Discrimination Works ... ," pp. 241-262 
Write: "Summary Question" #2 on page 274 
Diversity Follow-Up/Issues/Project 
Group 4 presentation/ discussion: Technology 
Read: "An Interview with John Seely Brown," pp. 151-159 
and "Technology Eliminating Conversation," 174-175 
Write: "Discussion Question" #4 on p. 160 
Technology Follow-Up/Issues/Project 
Group s presentation/ discussion: Careers 
Read: "Job Search: Chance or Plan?," pp. 184-189 
Write: "How can these ideas ... ," #2 on page 190 
Careers Follow-Up/Issues/Project 
Writing Assignment 3 due: Accomplishments 
*** Thanksgiving Break *** 
*** Thanksgiving Break *** 
Weeks 14 and 1s: Wrapping it up 
Tu Dec3 
Th Dees 
Tu Dec to 
Th Dec12 
Discussion of Issues 
Project 
Project 
Summing it up-Where do we go from here? 
Revised Mission Statement due 
Student Foundation Day: Project Presentation 
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